2

SPECIAL REPORT

CUSTOMER SUPPORT

2	Komatsu at INTERMAT 2012: On the Way to

12 Providing All-Around, All-Purpose Product Support

Sustainable Growth

CUSTOMERS IN FOCUS

4

Komatsu’s Hybrid Excavators Leading the Industry

8

China Customers Rapidly Spreading the Word about
HB205’s Fuel Savings and Komatsu’s Excellent
Maintenance Service

Ever Forward

10 Komatsu and Rio Tinto Take Business Relationship to

the Next Level

KOMATSU HIGHLIGHTS

14 Promoting the Spirit and Spread of Judo in Both Action

and Deed

CURRENT TOPICS

16 Opening Ceremony for Komatsu Lab at Pacific National

University in Khabarovsk

SPECIAL REPORT

Komatsu at INTERMAT 2012:
On the Way to Sustainable Growth
By Philippe Haguenauer, Komatsu France S.A.S

W

hen the doors of the INTERMAT 2012
international trade fair closed on April 21,
positive reports were already coming in
from Komatsu Europe International N.V. (KEISA)
facilities around the continent. Overall, the general
response was excellent, distributors and customers
were enthusiastic, and many new Komatsu
machines were being sold.
The official organizers of INTERMAT also
were proud to declare this 9th edition of the trade
fair the “most successful ever,” with a record
number of more than 200,000 visitors, up 15%
from the previous fair in 2009. More than 1,350
exhibitors filled the 375,000-m² (4,036,500-ft²)
space at the Villepinte Exhibition Center near
Paris, France, while more than 500 journalists from
all over the world covered the event, reaffirming
the international status and the worldwide importance of this triennial French trade show for the
construction industry.

HB215LC-1: The Future of Earthmoving
Together with Komatsu France S.A.S, its local
partner and distributor, KEISA prepared every
aspect of this all-important event to present a
vast array of environmentally friendly, safe and
2
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Thousands of visitors received a professional welcome from dedicated Komatsu
personnel at strategically placed information points.

pioneering products, as well as top quality services
and systems. At center stage, among the other
highlighted innovations stood Komatsu’s exclusive
HB215LC-1 hybrid excavator. Over 1,500 of these
powerful hybrid machines are currently already at
work on jobsites worldwide. When compared with
a standard hydraulic excavator, they provide an
average fuel savings of 25% and an equivalent
reduction in CO2 emissions, thus drastically reducing their impact on the environment.
Today, the HB215LC-1 is the flagship of the
Komatsu fleet and a clear symbol of its leadership
in construction equipment innovation.

Many questions were answered about
Komatsu Care, a complimentary
maintenance program that sets a new
standard for the construction industry.

ICT-based new D65-17 bulldozer showcased at INTERMAT 2012

Stage IIIB/Tier 4 Interim Readiness
In total, 27 Komatsu machines were presented at
INTERMAT 2012 and many featured Komatsu’s
latest EU Stage IIIB/Tier 4 Interim technology for
regulating emissions. Highlighted were the new
Dash 10 hydraulic excavators, Dash 3 articulated
dump trucks and Dash 17 bulldozers including the
ICT-based D65-17. The new PC700-8 model and
PW160-8 wheeled excavator were also showcased,
and for the first time in Europe, visitors could take
a closer look at the GD555-5 motor grader, which
attracted a lot of attention. An exclusive sneak preview was given of the upcoming WA380-7 and
WA500-7 wheel loaders. Among the many utility
machines also on display were the PC and
PW118MR-8 midi excavators, in addition to many
other models featuring the latest improvements.

A booth was reserved for Komatsu CARE,
a service and advanced product support
solution, launched by Komatsu in April 2012
for all customers who purchase a new Stage
IIIB-compliant machine. Details were available
on how Komatsu CARE could lower their cost
of ownership whether such Stage IIIB equipment
was rented, leased or purchased.
The 9th INTERMAT trade fair in Paris was an
intense week for professionals in construction
equipment and machinery, where many deals were
struck and partnerships formed. It was without a
doubt another major success for Komatsu.

Above: A Komatsu motor grader drew the interest of many visitors.
Left: An interactive video game drew crowds of
adults and children alike, with everyone trying
to beat the record of the most earth moved by
a Komatsu excavator in a given time.
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Komatsu’s Hybrid Excavators
Leading the Industry Ever Forward
Today over 1,500 Komatsu hybrid machines are owned by customers worldwide, logging a total of
approximately three million hours of field operation. Komatsu continues to refine its exclusive hybrid
technology and to strengthen its leadership in innovation in construction equipment. Going forward,
plans call for eventually expanding its exclusive hybrid technologies to other construction machines.
Komatsu is determined to meet the needs of the times by proposing innovative and practical
equipment that minimizes environmental impacts. This issue of Views introduces satisfied customers
of Komatsu’s new and improved hybrid excavators in Europe and China.

European Customers Praise HB215LC’s Dramatically
Reduced Fuel Consumption and CO2 Emissions,
Performance and Viability
By Kevin Broman and Marc Blondeel, Komatsu Europe International N.V.

E

arly in 2011, Komatsu Europe International
N.V. (KEISA) announced the first commercially available hydraulic excavator developed
using hybrid technology in the European construction equipment market. This machine replaces the
PC200-8 Hybrid, which was introduced to the
Japanese market in 2008 and showcased in Europe
at the bauma 2010 trade fair.
With an operating weight of 21,220 kg (46,782 lb)
and bucket capacity ranging from 0.8 m³ to 1.05 m³
(1.05 yd³ to 1.37 yd³), the HB215LC fits into the
large 21-tonne (23.5-U.S.-ton) class of hydraulic

4
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Customers in Focus

Lommis

Molln

AUSTRIA
Lucerne

Lustenau

SWITZERLAND

excavators. This hybrid machine is a product of
groundbreaking research going back to the beginning of this millennium.
Today, the HB215LC offers an average of 25%
better fuel economy and an equivalent reduction in
CO2 emissions when compared with a standard
hydraulic excavator. It’s a powerful and efficient
machine, yet drastically minimizes its impact on
the environment.

Hybrid HB215LC Well Received
in Europe
In an era of major global environmental concerns,
Komatsu recognizes that eco-conscious products
that deliver excellent performance tailored to
customers’ needs are essential. The first Hybrid
HB215LC customers in Europe fully concur with
this idea and appear to be extremely pleased with
Komatsu’s hybrid machine as evidenced by their
positive feedback and comments.

A Machine Perfectly Matched to
Environmental Considerations
In the western Austrian province of Vorarlberg,
a new Komatsu HB215LC hybrid excavator is hard
at work for Lustenau-based Landesflussbauhof
Vorarlberg at the “One Hundred Year Flood” job
site, a project deemed essential for protecting the
environment, the local population and wildlife
from a possible massive flood of the Rhine River.
The project is part of the International Regulation
of the Rhine (IRR) agreement.
The IRR was established in 1892 by a treaty
between Austria and Switzerland. Its main objective is the continuous improvement of flood
protection and river ecology along a cross-border
portion of the Rhine River stretching 90 km
(56 mi) upstream from Lake Constance (Bodensee).
Both countries jointly fund the current project,
with Vorarlberg Province supporting about 15%
of the total cost.
In the past, dikes and dams were erected, the
river banks were properly managed and the
Rhine’s flow capacity was improved to 3,100 m³
(109,461 ft³) per second. However, a study by a
Swiss university now suggests a higher probability
of flooding in the coming years due to more
intense rainfall and snow melt. The “One Hundred
Year Flood” project was started in 2009 to increase
the Rhine’s flood runoff volume to 4,300 m³
(151,833 ft³) per second.
Mr. Otto Sohm, project manager for
Landesflussbauhof Vorarlberg, says: “We were

The new Komatsu hybrid excavator works for preventing floods.

determined to use the new Komatsu HB215LC for
this project. Its unique ecologically friendly profile
fitted perfectly into the environmental preservation
aspect of our work.”
Equipped with a quick coupler and a KMAX
tooth system, the HB215LC is used for rehabilitating flood plains and river banks, digging out
sedimentary material deposited over the years
and dropping it back into the river. The Komatsu
HB215LC, along with its optimal hybrid capabilities, is an ideal machine for this work, and
Mr. Sohm is delighted by its exceptionally low
fuel consumption.
Mr. Herbert Fitz, machine operator, notes:
“This new hybrid excavator is very fast. In fact,
it’s a lot more efficient than our previous conventional machine. I also appreciate the smoothness
of operation and the cabin comfort.” He also
commented positively on the low noise levels
in the cabin.

The Hybrid HB215LC rehabilitates the banks of the Rhine River.
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distributor in Austria, and quickly sent to a forest
road construction site. Every day, the machine
travels from a base camp up to the job site located
about 1,000 m (1,094 yd) uphill. There, the
HB215LC, equipped with a tilting ditch-cleaning
bucket and a quick coupler, works to remove rocks
and tree roots, and to level gravel onto the new
mountain road.
For this job, Mr. Manfred Stoeger, an experienced operator, spends eight hours a day on the
new hybrid machine. Even with the daily drive up
and down the hillside, Mr. Stoeger confirms that
it uses 25% less fuel than the Komatsu PC210.
“The machine is powerful, fast and comfortable,”
he says. “Movements are smooth and fuel
consumption is exceptionally low.”

The Hybrid HB215LC lays out a forest road in Austria.

Good Fuel Efficiency Combined with
Power, Speed and Comfort
Bernegger GmbH is located in Molln between
Salzburg and Vienna. They specialize in earthmoving, demolition, recycling and construction,
employ approximately 550 people at 12 locations
and are one of Austria’s 10 largest mining and
construction companies.
Most of their bulldozers and hydraulic
excavators are Komatsu brand machines, and
being a very future-oriented CEO and owner,
Mr. Kurt Bernegger quickly understood how well
the new HB215LC hybrid excavator matched the
company’s environment-friendly image. He also
realized the fuel savings his company could make,
stating: “We have a responsibility for the future.
We use 7.5 million ℓ (2 million gal) of diesel fuel
every year and are constantly challenged to think
about optimization and how to stay on the cutting
edge of technology.”
The new HB215LC hybrid excavator was
delivered to Bernegger in September 2011 by
Kuhn Baumaschinen GmbH, the official Komatsu

6
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The Komatsu hybrid excavator reduces impact on the environment.

Kudos for Technical, Fuel-Saving and
Safety Features
In the center of the city of Lucerne in Switzerland,
Aregger AG, a construction and demolition company, is currently erecting a huge apartment

Job sites in Europe quickly found a use for Komatsu’s unique hybrid technology.

building with a view on
the lake. Aregger is a
family-owned company
started in 1925 that
employs 200 people and
has 11 subsidiaries in
Switzerland. They use
24 Komatsu hydraulic
excavators and many
other Komatsu
Mr. Pius Habemacher, a happy HB215LC
operator at Aregger AG
machines.
Their new Hybrid
HB215LC is the talk of the town, and has attracted
a lot of attention from the local media, and many
very positive comments for the company.
Aregger’s hybrid excavator is equipped with a
special hydraulic line that enables the use of extra
attachments. A quick coupler allows to easily
switch between a tilting ditch-cleaning bucket and
a second 1.3-m³ (1.7-yd³) bucket when needed.
“This new Komatsu hybrid machine is a real
winner,” says Mr. Pius Habemacher, a young and
very professional operator. “We use it mostly for
ditch filling and other various site cleaning jobs.”
He usually works with the machine in economy
mode and noted that he used a lot less fuel than
with a standard PC210LC/NLC.
“The rear view camera is also a big help,” he
adds. “In confined situations, it gives a safe view
of what goes on behind the machine.”

operator, Mr. Raphael Alpiger, could fill ditches
very close to the building. The HB215LC was also
used with a ditch-cleaning bucket.
“The swing speed and fuel consumption is
better than the PC210LC/NLC,” Mr. Alpiger says.
Company owner, Mr. Josef Vetter, declares:
“Environmental protection is now one of our
biggest challenges. Both construction company
customers, as well as their customers, need to find
a balance between economic development and
effective environmental protection measures.”

Striking a Good Balance Economically
and Environmentally
Another Hybrid HB215LC was delivered to Vetter
AG in Lommis, Switzerland, in June 2011. The
company has roughly 100 employees and is active
mainly in demolition, road construction and
waterworks.
Back in 1981, the company bought their first
Komatsu hydraulic excavator, and today they own
close to 45 machines, most of them Komatsu. They
have already placed an order for the new
PC240LC/NLC soon to be available in Europe.
With all their machines painted in their distinctive “ecological green” color, Vetter makes a very
strong statement for environmental protection
towards their customers. They have equipped
several of their Komatsu machines with particulate
filters, and the new hybrid has already won them
a new construction project in Switzerland.
When Komatsu representatives visited, the
HB215LC was working at the construction site of
a new data center in the town of Diesenhofen.
Thanks to the quick coupler, the standard bucket
was used in the front shovel position and the

The HB215LC painted in Vetter AG’s custom green makes a strong eco statement.

Mr. Raphael Alpiger (right), an operator at Vetter AG, and his colleague, Mr. Patrick Forster
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China Customers Rapidly Spreading the Word about
HB205’s Fuel Savings and Komatsu’s Excellent
Maintenance Service
By Shuhei Shimoda, Komatsu (China) Ltd.

Customers in Focus

J

ust as in other regions, the high cost of fuel is
one of the biggest concerns for customers in
China. Assuming a standard PC200 hydraulic
excavator is used for 200 hours a month, monthly
fuel costs could amount to approximately RMB
25,000. Total running costs for construction equipment also include operator labor costs, repair costs
and parts replacement expenses, but fuel by far
accounts for the largest portion of the overall costs.
For that reason, customers in China are sensitive to
the need for fuel economy. Moreover, fuel costs
are on the rise in China, with the price of light oil
increasing from RMB 5.0 to RMB 7.4 per liter in
the past two years. This has made customers all the
more concerned.
Mr. Yongxing Jin, president of Fengxian
Nanyue Civil Engineering Co., Ltd., a leading general subcontractor based in Shanghai that operates
hydraulic excavators and dump trucks on land
developed for apartment blocks, purchased the

HB205 working at construction site in Shanghai

Beijing

CHINA
Shanghai

Hong Kong
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HB205 hybrid excavator with fuel efficiency foremost in mind. “When an industry acquaintance
bought the machine and told me how fuel efficient
it was, I decided to buy one for myself, too,” states
Mr. Jin. “I haven’t measured exact fuel costs, but I
know that they are definitely not as much as they
used to be.” When Komatsu showed him the data
of actual costs obtained with the KOMTRAX
machine tracking system, Mr. Jin was amazed,
saying: “Average fuel consumption is just 11.6 ℓ
(3 gal) per hour? I had no idea it was so low.
Komatsu’s salespeople told me that fuel efficiency
increases proportionately with the number of turns
made by the upper structure, and they were right.”
The salespeople of Komatsu’s Shanghai distributor are promoting the HB205 hybrid excavator to
customers and at sites where the positive effects of
low fuel consumption are readily apparent. Wordof-mouth is highly effective in China, and Mr. Jin
purchased the HB205 after his acquaintance told
him how fuel-efficient Komatsu’s hybrid excavators were. In the case of Fengxian Nanyue, fuel
costs have been cut by more than 30% compared
with standard 20-tonne (22-U.S.-ton) class hydraulic excavators, a noteworthy result that will no
doubt spread throughout Shanghai through
word-of-mouth.

Mr. Yongxing Jin, president of Fengxian Nanyue Civil Engineering Co., Ltd. and a satisfied
owner of the HB205 hybrid excavator

Komatsu visited Fengxian Nanyue in April 2012.
As a matter of fact, the HB205 barely stops operating as the 10-tonne (11-U.S.-ton) dump trucks roll
in one after the other. “Since the Chinese New
Year holidays, the machine has been operating
almost without a break, even on weekends, with
the only exception being rainy days,” comments
Mr. Jin. Regular maintenance is vital to ensure
machines keep running at sites where continuous
operation is vital. Komatsu’s Shanghai distributor
provides appropriate support to make this a reality.

“We are very satisfied with the service as
well,” says Mr. Jin. When customer service personnel at the Shanghai distributor go to work each
day, they first check the condition of machines of
their customers using KOMTRAX. Based on the
results, they recommend appropriate maintenance such as topping up engine oil.
China’s operating environment
is rough, and the HB205 had
already clocked more
than 220 hours a
month when
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Komatsu and Rio Tinto
Take Business Relationship
to the Next Level

Customers in Focus

Komatsu AHS Trucks Pass Trials
and Set for Deployment at Rio Tinto Mines
in Australia

I

n November 2011, Komatsu Ltd. and Rio Tinto
entered into a Memorandum of Understanding
(MOU) for the deployment of at least 150
Komatsu Autonomous Haulage System (AHS)
trucks into Rio Tinto’s Pilbara Iron Ore operations
in Western Australia by the end of 2015, with
delivery of equipment commencing in 2012. This
MOU follows the successful completion of a threeyear trial of five autonomous 930E-ATs, which
demonstrated clear value in the areas of health,
safety and productivity, at Rio Tinto’s West
Angelas mine in the Pilbara region.
Since completing the trials at the West Angelas
operations, these five original trucks have moved
to Rio Tinto’s Yandicoogina Junction South East
(JSE) mine. Yandicoogina is the highest producing
iron ore mine in the Pilbara. A further five
930E-ATs have been purchased, giving the JSE
mine a total fleet of 10 AHS trucks.
This fleet, which is being loaded using Komatsu

930E-AT dump truck at Rio Tinto’s Yandicoogina Junction South East (JSE) mine

PC5500 hydraulic excavators and Komatsu
WA1200 wheel loaders, has been operating fully
autonomously since April. The AHS trucks are
used in hauling the entire material movement of
the mine, including both waste and iron ore. All 10
trucks, which operate 24 hours, seven days a week,
are controlled by a single controller located in the
mine’s central operations facility.
Safety has been the first priority of both
Komatsu and Rio Tinto at all times in developing
this system and its implementation in the Pilbara.
One of the biggest safety issues with manned dump
truck operation is operator fatigue, particularly at
night. Operators of loading equipment at West
Angelas and Yandicoogina JSE operations have
reported that they feel far safer and less stressed
working in an autonomous mine because they
know the trucks’ movements are constant and
predictable 100% of the time.

Ensuring Future Growth through
Combined Efforts to Enhance Productivity
and Performance

The Yandicoogina JSE mine is being operated fully autonomously.

10
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Komatsu AHS trucks will be progressively deployed
to multiple new mines in the Pilbara over the next
three years, supporting Rio Tinto Iron Ore group’s
growth strategy. “The AHS is essential to achieve
the growth of Rio Tinto Iron Ore’s business,” said
Mr. James Petty, General Manager—Mine of the
Future™ at Rio Tinto Iron Ore.
The AHS also is an important component of
Rio Tinto’s Mine of the Future™ program,
working in tandem with Rio Tinto’s pioneering
operations center in Perth that is integrating and
managing the logistics of its 14 mines, three ports
and two railways. The aim of this program is to
reduce costs, increase efficiency and improve
health, safety and environmental performance.

Komatsu has been supporting this project
through its AHS Support Centre, an organization
newly formed in December 2011. The center is
dedicated to working with Rio Tinto to not only
successfully deploy the 150 autonomous trucks
but also to ensure the successful ongoing operation
of the deployed fleets as they are rolled out over
the next three years. The AHS Support Centre is
located in Perth, Western Australia, and consists
of representatives from Komatsu Ltd., Komatsu
Australia Pty Ltd., Komatsu America Corp. and
Modular Mining Systems, Inc. There are currently
approximately 20 people working there, a number
which will progressively increase in accordance
with the increase in deployed autonomous fleets.
The formation of the AHS Support Centre further
strengthens the partnership between Rio Tinto and
Komatsu, a relationship that goes back almost
20 years.

PC5500 hydraulic excavator loading 930E-AT

While AHS certainly has its advantages, it
does not come without its challenges. Going with
autonomous operations is not a “plug-and-play and
succeed” alternative to manned operations. To take
full advantage of the benefits and maximize the
value that the technology brings, optimization of
its application is critical. This requires a very
strong level of mutual trust between the customer
and Komatsu and a willingness for the two parties
to work very closely together.
“Our relationship with Komatsu has changed
with AHS, from a traditional customer-supplier
relationship to a true partnership of mutual cooperation and respect,” said Mr. Petty. “AHS is going
to change the future of our mines. AHS is real, its
benefits are real, and the technology will definitely
be part of Rio Tinto Iron Ore’s future,” he said.

Autonomous 930E-AT at Yandicoogina JSE mine

The 930E-AT painted in pink symbolizes Rio Tinto’s
support for the Breast Cancer Awareness Campaign
and the Promotion of Women in Mining
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Operator training for HD785 dump truck

Operator training for PC3000 hydraulic excavator

Providing All-Around,
All-Purpose Product Support
By Masahiko Sayama, Manila Service Support Center, Komatsu Ltd.

W

ith the aim of providing more locally
based product support, Komatsu has
established service support centers in
different parts of the world. The Manila Service
Support Center (MSSC), which serves the
Philippines market, was set up in January 2010
and works in cooperation with Maxima
Machineries Inc, Komatsu’s distributor in the
Philippines, to maximize equipment productivity.
The Philippines is rich in resources such as
gold, copper, nickel and coal, and mine development has taken off in line with rising global
demand for resources. In addition to small- and
medium-sized machines, MSSC now handles a
higher proportion of large equipment, including

12
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PC3000 and PC2000 hydraulic excavators as well
as HD785 dump trucks.
In order to maintain and improve the availability rate of mining equipment operating under
extremely tough conditions, Komatsu and Maxima
are striving to strengthen support throughout the
entire lifecycle of the machines.
At large mines, MSSC focuses its efforts on
recommending regular machine inspections in
order to prevent major problems before they occur.
This involves two activities. First, a Komatsu
specialist visits a work site to make recommendations on machine inspections from a technical
perspective; and second, staff members from
the distributor and MSSC stationed on-site carry

Loading operation of PC3000 and HD785

out the initiatives recommended by the Komatsu
specialist. Also, in case of a machine breakdown,
the distributor and MSSC work together to ensure
quick response time and prevent recurrence. As an
example, a large dump truck at a certain work site
once experienced engine trouble. As an urgent
response measure, repair parts, including those for
engine assembly, were supplied immediately to the
work site from the factory in order to minimize
down time. At the same time, MSSC checked the
status via KOMTRAX Plus, a remote management
system that monitors the health and operational
status of mining equipment, and confirmed that the
most probable major cause of the trouble was driving operation-related issues. Aside from repairing
the machine with the problem, in order to resolve

fundamental issues Komatsu also sent a dump
truck driving specialist to provide intensive education that included recommending ways to improve
driving and maintenance. This helped prevent the
recurrence of similar problems.
Although management of spare parts is important, it is particularly essential to systematically
replenish components, including engines and
powertrains. One major customer requested
replacements for over 100 components in 2011
alone. To fulfill this demand in an optimum manner in terms of quality, delivery and cost, the
customer, distributor, MSSC and Komatsu worked
in unison, exchanging various information from
demand projections to delivery status. As a result,
Komatsu was able to not only provide component
supplies that satisfy the customer but also surpass
the availability rate target on major models.
Since its establishment, MSSC has increased
the number of its staff to provide better support to
customers by offering more opportunities to listen
to customers’ demands through on-site service and
component support activities as well as JoiFUL
(Joint Follow-Up Log) meetings.

MSSC Support on Semirara Island

PHILIPPINES

Manila Service
Support Center (MSSC)

350 km
(217 mi)

Semirara Island

Accommodation for on-site staff members on Semirara Island

Top JoiFUL meeting
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Members of the Komatsu Women’s Judo Club
at the Komatsu Eitai Dojo

Promoting the Spirit and Spread of
Judo in Both Action and Deed

The Komatsu Women’s Judo Club was established in April 1991 to commemorate the company’s 70th
anniversary. Since then, nearly 80 women have joined the club and have a demonstrated record of
excellence in competitions both inside and outside Japan, including gold medals at the Athens and Beijing
Games. The club offers non-Japanese judo athletes opportunities to practice with its members, thereby
contributing to the worldwide spread and development of the sport.
In addition to entering competitions, the club holds children’s judo classes at the Komatsu Eitai Dojo
training base in Tokyo to support the growth of next-generation judo athletes. The club also conducts a wide
range of social contribution activities overseas such as holding judo classes, donating judo uniforms and
supporting the establishment of judo facilities. This issue of Views introduces two such activities.

Winning Techniques Demonstrated
and Passed Along to Russian Youths
By Atsuko Nagai, Komatsu Ltd.

I

n October 2011, Mr. Yoshiyuki Matsuoka, head
coach of the Komatsu Women’s Judo Club,
Ms. Ayumi Tanimoto, coach of the club, and
Ms. Atsuko Nagai, manager of the club, held the
Komatsu Judo Lesson in Yaroslavl, Russia, home to
Komatsu Manufacturing Rus LLC (KMR). Around
110 youths from the ages of 10 to 18 who are learning judo throughout Yaroslavl Province participated
in the joint event organized by ARENAL, a local
public sports facility, and Komatsu.
Russian boys and girls were eager to receive
instructions on world-class techniques for
executing the sport with vigor and speed. When
Mr. Matsuoka, a gold medalist at the Los Angeles
Games, demonstrated seoi-nage (shoulder throws)
and Ms. Tanimoto, a two-time gold medalist both at
Athens and Beijing, showed uchimata (inner thigh
14
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Practicing uchimata (inner thigh throw) in four-person uchikomi (training)

throws), the Russian participants marveled and
roared with delight. They then tried to learn new
techniques themselves.

Commemorative group photo with Russian participants

This Komatsu Judo Lesson, which will continue
to be held in the future, was held based on the agreement of “KMR’s Social Contribution Programs for
Yaroslavl Province,” which was concluded at the
opening ceremony of KMR in September 2010.
Komatsu has also donated judo tatami mats and uniforms for youths taking judo lessons in Yaroslavl.
Yaroslavl judo instructors stated that these uniforms are given to judo students who always train
hard irrespective of whether they win or lose at a
competition, a comment that left a lasting impression.
Participants are in awe of Ms. Ayumi Tanimoto’s dynamic uchimata.

Chinese and Japanese Judo Athletes Learn
from Each Other through Interchange
By Asuka Oka, Komatsu Ltd.

I

n February 2012, two athletes and two coaches
from Anhui Province in China visited Japan to
train with Komatsu Women’s Judo Club members for approximately one month. Ms. Jia Zhao
(70-kg class) and Ms. Qi Zhang (63-kg class),
the two athletes selected by the Anhui Judo
Association, were accompanied by Mr. Hui Wang,
secretary-general of the association, and
Mr. Jin Guo Yu, coach of the Anhui team.
Aiming for victory at the National Judo

Championships in China, they chose Komatsu
for having the best judo environment in Japan.
The Chinese athletes worked very hard to learn
Japanese techniques while the interchange also
provided positive motivation for the Komatsu
athletes. Both the Chinese and Japanese athletes
expressed their intention to enhance their skill
levels and put them to good use in future
competitions.

Joint practice with Chinese judo athletes
Athletes practicing randori (free sparring)
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Opening Ceremony for Komatsu Lab at
Pacific National University in Khabarovsk

O

n April 17, 2012, an opening ceremony for the
Construction and Road Building Machinery
Laboratory (Komatsu Lab) was held at Pacific
National University (PNU) in Khabarovsk, Russia.
In addition to the signing and exchange of an
agreement for lending required equipment at no
cost, remarks were given by Dr. Sergei Ivanchenko,
president of PNU, and Mr. Yoshinori Komamura,
executive vice president of Komatsu Ltd., as well as
a demonstration of the PC55MR hydraulic
excavator. The deputy presidential plenipotentiary
envoy to the Far Eastern Federal District, the first
vice-governor of the State Government of
Khabarovsk and the Consulate-General of Japan in
Khabarovsk also attended the ceremony along with
approximately 80 people, including faculty
members, students and other relevant parties. The
participants expressed a strong interest in not only
the PC55MR hydraulic excavator itself but also
monitor simulation kits and mechatronics kits.

Komatsu supports the growth of engineers and
mechanics in the construction, mining and road
construction sectors in the Russian Far East. After
training PNU lecturers at Komatsu CIS, LLC’s
training center in Yaroslavl and Komatsu facilities
in Japan, Komatsu will begin making preparations
for the start of lectures on construction equipment
slated to commence this coming September.

Dr. Sergei Ivanchenko, president of Pacific National University, and Mr. Yoshinori Komamura,
executive vice president of Komatsu Ltd., exchange the agreement to lend required
equipment at no cost.

Students observing components used for training

PC55MR hydraulic excavator
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